special departments will be that which enables him to recognise his own limitations and to know when he must seek the aid of an expert. Provided this limitation is not unduly narrowed, the scope of the teaching in the special subjects can be so apportioned that, while giving the student all he needs, it will not encroach upon that of the major basic subjects.
With regard to the teaching of the major subjects, it is not necessary here to say more than that it should primarily be directed towards the needs of the future family doctor, and that personal contact of the student with the sick person at the bedside must not be subordinated to the study of laboratory methods of clinical investigation. The preventive aspects of k medicine must be emphasised throughout, alike in the interests of the individual patient, his family, and the community.
4. The Special Clinical Subjects.?Reference has already been made to the general principles limiting the instruction of the undergraduate in the special subjects. At the same time it must be recognised that all the specialties are not of equal importance in this connection. The subject of Disease in Children, for example, bulks so largely in the work of a family doctor, that it might almost rank as a major subject. Co-ordination of its teaching, both systematic and clinical, with that of general medicine and surgery is in every way desirable. The relationship of the specialist in this department to the family practitioner, is comparable to that of the consulting physician or surgeon.
Gynecology makes so many contacts with obstetrics, surgery and general medicine that the teaching of this subject may demand special facilities. The attention devoted to the operative side of the work might, however, be limited.
Dermatology and Venereal Diseases overlap to such an extent, both with one another and with the work of general practice, that they may legitimately claim a considerable share of the time available for the teaching of special subjects. Medicine, which implies the application of all that goes before in the course to the needs of the community as a whole, should come last. These subjects touch all branches of medical practice at many points, and it seems reasonable that the student should study and be examined upon them only after he has completed, at least, the systematic study of all the others.
In practice, both subjects are largely in the hands of specialists, and the instruction given in a course for undergraduates should be restricted as far as possible to such matters as will enable him to protect the health of his own patients, to assist the authorities in protecting the health of the community and in the administration of justice, and to carry out his statutory obligations as a practitioner.
III. The Curriculum.
If the general propositions regarding the content of a medical course above suggested, and others which will doubtless occur, be accepted, the framing of a curriculum for the undergraduate will be simplified. If it is adopted, it will involve a modification of the "block" system which at present determines the student's progress from one subject to the next.
If the teaching of the earlier scientific subjects is to be carried on throughout the whole course, the present block system might stand, provided the examination passed indicates merely that he has a sufficient knowledge of the fundamentals of the earlier subject to enable him to benefit from instruction in a more advanced one, and does not signify that he is done with that subject, and will not again be liable to be examined upon it.
If the purpose of undergraduate medical education is to impart to the selected student a sufficient knowledge of the principles of medicine to fit him to enter upon the practice of his profession as a family doctor, or to begin to prepare for the practice of one or other of the specialties, the medical course must be designed so as to emphasise fundamentals rather than details, particularly of the basic subjects. The authorities responsible for framing a curriculum must retain a proper sense of perspective in allotting to each subject its due share of time, and in determining the scope of the instruction to be given; and the claims of individual teachers on the time available must be subordinated to the general purpose of the course.
In the setting down of these notes every endeavour has been made to avoid a local point of view and any expression of personal opinions. The writer is well aware that much he has put down may appear platitudinous, but even a platitude may have its uses on occasion, even if it is only to elicit proof that it is a platitude.
Alexander Miles.
